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the same agent, while the rock or sub-soil underneath is
all the while decaying into soil. The loose stones, too,
are continually crumbling down and making new earth.
And thus, day by day, the soil is slowly renewed.

8.  Plants, also, help to form and renew the soil.
They se$d their roots among the grains and joints of the
stones, and loosen them.    Their decaying fibres supply
most of the carbonic acid by which these stones are
attacked, and furnish .also most of the organic matter
in the soil.    Even the common worms which you see
when you dig up a spadeful of earth, are of great
service in mixing  the  soil and   bringing what  lies
underneath up to the surface.

9.  When we think about this decay and renewal of
soil, we see that in reality the whole surface of the
land may be looked upon as travelling downward or
seaward.    The particles worn from the sides and crests
of the high mountains may take hundreds or thousands
of years on the journey; they may lie for a long time
on the slopes ; they may then be swept down and form
part of the soil of the valleys; thence they may be in
after years borne away and laid down on the bed or
bank of a river; and thus, after many halts by the
way, they at last reach the sea.

10.   In order to form some idea  of the   extent
to which   the   surface   of   the  land   is   cleared   of
its loose soil by rain, you should notice what takes
place   after   every  series   of  heavy   showers.     Each
little   runnel   and   brook  becomes   muddy   and   dis-
coloured from the quantity of soil, that is, decayed
rock, which is washed into it by the rain from the